GHRISTMASTIDE   IN   PRAGUE

land-owning peasant and the inalienable family farm, was the
friend of the great German landowner and the enemy of the small
Czech peasant, the friend of the bondmagter and the enemy of the
freeman.

An episode, but a highly significant one. Consider everything
that has happened and is happening in Europe, not as a clash
between country and country but as a clash between class and
class, not as an inter-state war but as a class war, and much
becomes clear that previously seemed inexplicable.

I first became convinced, in 1936, that Czechoslovakia would be
thrown to the wolves because of the hostility to that state which I
observed among certain British representatives. At that time I
thought they were biased or ill-informed. Looking back I feel
convinced that their unfriendly feeling to that state was a thing
rooted in class antagonism, and that the feeling was shared, from
the same motives, by influential people in England who at the
decisive moment pulled a deal of weight. That taking of land from
the big landowners was the thing they couldn't forget. The
liberation of the masses meant nothing to them. There were foreign
millionaires among those great landowners who lost some of their
acres to furnish peasants with farms.

In my view, then, the hostile spirit that I observed among certain
British representatives was but the reflection of a hostile spirit that
prevailed among some people in high places at home. I mentioned
this spirit in a chapter of Insanity Fair, written long before the fall of
Czechoslovakia and said that it showed which way the wind was
blowing. The people I had in mind allowed^themselves an out-
spoken unfriendliness about the state in which they dwelled,
which would have brought them immediate recall in any neigh-
bouring state, and their attitude was implicitly friendly to the
neighbouring, anti-democratic state which was besieging Czecho-
slovakia.

Thus I was not surprised when, immediately after the annexa-
tion of Austria, a junior British Minister made a speech which was
tantamount to an invitation to Hitler to go ahead with Czecho-
slovakia. Afterwards he madg a bashful withdrawal, saying, lie
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